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Remarks/Arguments: 
Claim Status: 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



Claims 2-11 are pending in this matter. Claim 1 has been cancelled without prejudice or 
disclaimer of the subject matter thereof. The features of claim 1 have been included |i 
amended claims 6 and 7. Claims 2 and 8 have been amended to be dependent upon 
independent claim 6. 



Allowable Subject Matter: 



st< nd 



The Office Action dated December 19 r 2005 indicates that claims 5 and 10 are 
rejected and allowed. Specifically, the Office Action indicates that claims 5 and 10 
rejected on the summary page and page 2, and the Office Action also indicates that c 
and 10 are allowed on page 3. Applicants will assume that the rejection of claims 5 
erroneous and the claims are in condition for allowance, unless advised to the contrart/ 



and 



The Examiner objected to claims 6 and 7 as being dependent on rejected baselclaims 
but indicated that such claims would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claim. Applicants appreciate 
recognition of allowable subject matter. Claims 6 and 7 have been amended into independent 
form including all of the limitations of the respective base claims and any intervening 



all 

Examiner's 
ipenden 
claims. 



For the purpose of clarity, it should not be disputed that claims 2-10 are in condition for 
allowance. 

Claim Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. 5103: 

Claims 1, 2, 8, and 11 stand rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpate 
European Patent No, 0504806 to Wuebbeke in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,161,779 
Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection of these claims and respectfully submit 
claims are patentable over Wuebbeke and Graner for the reasons set forth below. 



The Office Action states that *it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the electromechanical actuator of 
by placing a permanent magnet at the central portion of the circuit as taught by 
order to reduce the amount of power needed to attract the moveable plate" (Page 3, 



Grar er 



both 



aims S 
10 was 



itable over 
to Graner. 
that these 



si ill 



in the 
V^uebbeke 
et aK in 



Office 
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Action dated December 19, 2005). Applicants respectfully disagree. Specifically, 
contend that there is no suggestion or motivation, either in the references themselves 
knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art, to modify the 
combine reference teachings. 



Applicants 



i referenc e 



or in the 
or to 



(cr 
Tie 



To establish a prima facie case of obviousness, three basic criteria must be mei 
First there must be some suggestion or motivation, either in the references 
themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in Vt 
art, to modify the reference or to combine reference teachings. Second, there 
must be a reasonable expectation of success. Finally, the prior art reference 
references when combined) must teach or suggest all the claim limitations. 
teaching or suggestion to make the claimed combination and the reasonable 
expectation of success must both be found in the prior art, and not based on 
applicants disclosure, (emphasis added) 1 

European Patent '806 to Wuebbeke discloses an electromagnetic valve having 
shaped support 2, a moving core 3 and an intermediate part 4 positioned between th< 
support 2 and the moving core 3. The objective of the Wuebbeke invention is to 
shorter switching times by decreasing the width of the moving core 3 (See Column 
39-51). If a permanent magnet were positioned at the central portion of the circuit, 
Office Action proposes, the force exerted by the permanent magnet would increase 
switching time of the valve as the core 3 moves away from the electromagnet. This 
to the teaching of Wuebbeke and, thus, Wuebbeke teaches away from the modificatic|n 
suggested in the Office Action. The only possible motivation to position a permanent 
between Wuebbeke's electromagnet and moving core impermissibly comes from Appl 
own disclosure. 



i the 



refere ices 



Accordingly, because there is no suggestion or motivation, either in the 
themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art, 
the Wuebbeke reference or to combine reference teachings, and because Wuebbeke 
away from the combination, prima facie obviousness cannot be established based on 
references. Reconsideration of claim 11 is respectfully requested. 
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1 MPEP §706-02(j) 
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Conclusion! 

In view of the claim amendments and remarks set forth above, Applicants resp ictfully 
submit that this application is now in condition for allowance, which action is respectfully 
requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 



0 s/^^ . 

Kenneth N. Nigon, Reg. Mo, 31,549 



Attorney for Applicants 
Brett 3. Rosen, Reg. No, 56,047 
Registered Patent Agent 



KNN/BJR/pb 



Dated: March 17, 2006 



P.O. Box 980 

Valley Forge, PA 19482 

(610) 407-0700 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge 
or credit Deposit Account No. 1&-035O for 
any additional fees, or any underpayment or 
credit for overpayment In connection 
herewith. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
facsimile transmitted to the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (571-273-8300) on the date shown 
below. 



17, 2006 
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